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38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman 

named Martha opened her home to him.  39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the 

Lord’s feet listening to what he said.  40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations 

that had to be made.  She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has 

left me to do the work by myself?  Tell her to help me!” 
41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many 

things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one.  Mary has chosen what is better, 

and it will not be taken away from her.” 

 

Sometimes I don’t really like bumper stickers.  It’s not all bumper stickers, I don’t have a 

problem with most of them, I even have a few myself.  The ones I don’t like are the ones that say 

something I don’t agree with. (Makes sense right?)  Now, I don’t necessarily have a problem 

with someone saying something or taking stance on something that I disagree with, but the thing 

that really gets me with bumper stickers is they always get the last say.  I can’t engage the driver 

in any kind of debate or philosophical or religious discussion about their stance because as I’m 

reading their thoughts off the back of their car, they’re already in the process of driving away 

from me.  So a bumper sticker really gets the first and the last word in that conversation; and 

sometimes that bugs me. 

I saw one recently that had what might seem like a funny little saying on it.  It said, “He 

who dies with the most toys wins.”  But it’s really more dangerous than it is silly, isn’t it? It’s 

dangerous not just because it’s materialistic or egocentric, but because the thought hiding behind 

it is that there is no God.  And that if there is no God and nothing that comes after death, then the 

sole objective of life is—not even to be the best person you can—but simply to have fun and get 

stuff.  And whoever gets the most, wins.  Eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow we die, right?  

Now, I don’t think anyone here would buy that sticker and slap it on the back of their car, 

because we know it’s not true.  When we stop to compare a saying like that with what God tells 

us in His Word, we see just how false and misleading it is.  We know that there is life after death, 

either in heaven or in hell.  And we know that no matter how much stuff someone accumulates in 

their life, you can’t take it with you.  In fact, as our lesson this morning shows us, the only thing 

you can “take with you” is the salvation Jesus won for us on the cross which God reveals to us in 

His Word. 

Our sermon text this week is a pretty familiar lesson.  Most of you have probably heard 

the story of Mary and Martha dozens of times already, but it’s one we need to keep on hearing 

because the truth that Jesus teaches us here seems to be one of the more difficult lessons for us to 

learn and to take to heart and to actually put into practice.  

Last week we looked at the parable of the Good Samaritan.  We saw that part of being a 

disciple of Jesus and answering His call to Follow Me is to be a loving and caring neighbor to 

everyone in need which, in this sinful world, means everyone.  There’s a reason we’re going 

right from that lesson last week to the story of Mary and Martha today.  There’s a reason that 
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Luke put the story of Mary and Martha right after that parable of the Good Samaritan.  It’s 

because the lessons that Jesus taught in those two accounts are connected. 

So as we give our attention to these words from Luke 10 once again, listen closely and 

see if you can figure out what that connection is and why God would give us these two accounts 

one right after the other. 38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village 

where a woman named Martha opened her home to him.  39 She had a sister called 

Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said.  40 But Martha was distracted by 

all the preparations that had to be made.  She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you 

care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself?  Tell her to help me!”  41 “Martha, 

Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are anxious and distracted by many things, 42 but few 

things are needed—or indeed only one.  Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be 

taken away from her.” 

When we looked at the lawyer last week who asked Jesus what he could do to inherit 

eternal life and who thought that he could put boundaries on who he needed to be a neighbor to, 

it’s pretty easy to see where he went wrong.  But when we look at Martha this morning it isn’t 

quite as easy, is it? 

Martha’s big mistake wasn’t assuming that she could get into heaven through her own 

actions or her own pious living, and it wasn’t that she was trying to justify being loving and 

caring only towards the people she wanted to love and care for.  No, Martha’s big mistake it 

seems, was making dinner.  And as often as we’ve heard or read this story, that still doesn’t 

always make the most sense, does it?  Martha was being dutiful, she was showing love and care 

for her neighbor, Jesus, by providing for His needs, and if you or I were hearing this account for 

the first time again we might expect that Jesus would commend Martha for being a good 

neighbor and for showing love just like the Good Samaritan had.  After all, isn’t one of big 

themes that we pick up from Jesus’ teachings that we should become servants, serving Him and 

one another? 

So it’s a little unexpected when Jesus praises Mary for just sitting and listening and 

scolds Martha for her servant-like actions.  How does that work?  How do we justify Jesus’ 

words to Martha with the lesson He just taught us in the parable of the Good Samaritan? 

First of all, we need to remember that Jesus told that parable last week in response to a 

man who thought that he could keep the law perfectly.  And so Jesus’ intent in telling that 

parable was not only to show us the kind of unconditional love that disciples of Jesus need to 

show to their neighbors, it was also to impress on us the fact that we have not done that.  We’ve 

failed to keep God’s law perfectly and that is a problem we need a solution for.  As good and 

God pleasing as Christian acts of service are, no matter what form they may come in, they aren’t 

where we are going to find that solution. 

In the media lately, I’ve been hearing a lot of people describing the upcoming 

presidential election as having to choose the lesser of two evils.  Now that’s not to say that the 

two major candidates are evil, but the sentiment people who say that are trying to communicate 

is that we’re going to have to make our decision based not on who the better candidate is but 

rather on who is not the worst candidate.  Martha was in the reverse situation when Jesus came to 

visit her and Mary.  She had a choice before her and both courses that she could take good, so 

Martha needed to choose the greater of two goods. 

On the one hand, she could perform an act of loving Christian service and prepare a meal 

for Jesus and her other guests.  On the other hand, she could sit down with Mary, listen to Jesus, 

and hear what He had to say.  What Jesus wanted to impress on her, and on us, was that when it 
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comes to choosing between those two good things, God’s Word takes precedence.  Actively 

serving God and passively listening to or studying His Word are both good, but hearing the 

Word is of greater importance. 

Why is that?  It’s because hearing the Word of God is a prerequisite to serving God with 

the rest of our lives.  We cannot truly serve God unless He first serves us, and He serves us 

through the saving work of Jesus—the perfect life, innocent death, and glorious resurrection of 

His Son—which He reveals to us in His Word.  We cannot produce fruit as Christians unless we 

are connected to the vine which is Jesus to whom we are connected by the Word.  We cannot 

perform works of faith unless we first have faith.  Faith comes through hearing the message, and 

the message is heard through the Word about Jesus. 

Acts of Christian service are good.  They are necessary for anyone who would answer 

Jesus’ call to Follow Me.  But those actions are made possible only as we allow the Holy Spirit 

to continue working in our hearts as we continue listening to His Word.  If we want to be 

disciples of Jesus—if we want to take up our cross daily and follow Him—then we must listen to 

His Word.  We need to set aside the anxieties and distractions of life, many of which may be 

good things, to find some time each day to listen to Him.  If you don’t already have as a part of 

your daily routine a time devoted to sitting at Jesus feet and listening to His Word, then when 

you get home today sit down and work that into your schedule.  Find some time whether it’s 

right when you get up, over your lunch break at work or at school, as you wind down your day—

whatever works for you—find some time to dig into God’s Word to hear what He has to say. 

Kellogg’s and General Mills aren’t going to like me for saying this, but that personal 

devotion, that daily Bible Study is the most important meal of your day.  As Christians though, 

we have another blessing.  As members of the Christian Church we have the opportunity to join 

in studying God’s Word together.  And we need to make every effort to regularly gather together 

with other believers to worship Him by hearing what He has to tell us in His Word.  You can do 

that as you through Bible studies with your family and friends at home.  You can do it at our 

Sunday morning Bible studies and our worship services here.  And now we’ve got these 

awesome Connection Groups where you can get together during the week with your brothers and 

sisters in Christ for a little spiritual recess to get to know each other better and to get to know our 

God better as we study the promises He gives us in His Word.  We’re going to be starting our 

next semester of those Connection Groups in a few weeks and if you haven’t had the opportunity 

yet, I’d like to encourage you to join one. 

Because as much good as there is that we can do as Christians in this world, Jesus’ lesson 

to us this morning is clear: there is nothing better that we can do than listen to His Word.  One 

thing, He says, is needful.  Mary has chosen what is better and it will not be taken away 

from her.  Answer Jesus’ invitation to listen to His Word.  Because there in His Word you will 

find everything you need.  Not just the law, which shows us our imperfection and our sin, but the 

gospel which shows us the good news that we have a Savior who loved us unconditionally and 

gave up His life to bring us forgiveness from our sins.  That same gospel has the power to 

transform you into a disciple of Jesus, enabling you to love and to act in a reflection of how Jesus 

acted in love toward you. 

The hope of that gospel message, that your sins are forgiven and you are an heir of 

eternal life in heaven through Jesus your Savior, cannot be taken away from you.  No matter 

what may happen, no matter if you should lose everything else you have in this world this one 

truth, revealed to us by God in His Word stands forever: He who listens to My Word, and trusts 
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in the free forgiveness and eternal salvation offered there—He who lives and dies with Jesus 

wins.  Amen. 

 

May God bless your study of His Word this week and always and may He continue to fill you 

through that Word with power for Christian lives of service and with confidence in your 

salvation through Jesus Christ. 

 


